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II.—Houn ApMINISTPATION, 


(- Working of the Oourts, 


424. The Indian Mirror regards the appointment of Mr. J. G. Woodroffe unn Mon, 
ahi. So Standing 1 as a shameful per ee 
The appointment of Hr. J. G. of jobbery.” There were more competent an 
Woodroffe as Standing Counsel more experienced men, such as Mesers. R. Mitter 
A. Chaudhuri, S. Sinha, and B. Chuckerbutty, who would have gladly accepted 
the office, but they are after all Indians. ee 
IAB NA ’ 


425. Mr. J. G. Woodroffe’s appointment as Standing Counsel over the 24% March 1902. 
5 heads of several advocates, European and Indian, 
* who are of higher standing and larger experience 

is illustrative, writes the Indian Nation, of the ideal justice and impartiality of 

British administration. Does Mr. Woodroffe’s position at the Bar enable him 

to bring the same dignity to that office as the men who were appointed before 

the days of Mr. O’Kinealy? : 


As for free recognition of native talent, the phrase sounds almost like 
irony. There have been no doubt some appointments of deserving natives 
to higb offices, but except in a few cases they have been of the nature of 
exceptions that prove the rule. 


426. It is reported, writes the Bengalee, that the appointment of Stand- 
ing Counsel was offered to Mr. Woodroffe on 
= Mr. Dunne refusing it, Anybody who is familiar | 
with the Calcutta Bar knows that there is an extraordinary differences of ability | 1 
and experience between these two gentlemen. The one’s forensic abilities are ad 
unquestionable, while the latter is a junior in the service and comparatively a 
inexperienced. The gap that intervenes is filled with the names of Indian 
Barristers who have attained a position certainly not inferior to that of 7 Tg 
Mr. Woodroffe. Why then. asks the Bengalee, have these men been passed 
over? „Their dark complexion made them so undistinguishable in the midst 
of their dark surroundings that it is not wonderful that Government should 
have passed them over, not being able to see-them on account of the faint light 
and the universal blackness which envelope them on all sides. * They 
are all members of a race of political Sudras, and must therefore give place to 
the twice-born Mr. Woodroffe junior.“ It asks, in conclusion, if the enlightened 
British Government is never going to forgive the crime of colour. 7 


427. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws the attention of Government to ““Pinuc” 
the ‘‘scandalous” way in which Mr. Marr, the 22a March 1902, 
Joint Magistrate of Midnapore, bas administered ~* 

justice in the Kharagpur assault case. 


428. The Amrita Bazar Pairika, in criticising the judgment of Mr. Marr, Pim 
Thid dismissing this case on the ground that the laying of 24th March 1902. 
the shoes on the Hindu’s back was not an insult but 
a lesson in politeness, says: We wish Sir John Woodburn had imparted the 
Magistrate some lessons in common sense by putting something on his head. 


429. The Indian Nation asks His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to tus Nariox, 
mis send for the records of the Kharagpur assault case, 24th March 1902. 
! | in which Mr, Marr, held that the laying of shoes 
on a native’s back was no offence. It points out that an aggravating circum- 
stance of the case is that a chaprassi was instrumental in insulting a Brahmin. 


430. The Indian Empire is amazed at the judgment of Mr. Marr, and wpraw Burrs, 


lbid- wonders how many Magistrates there are in the 25th Maroh 1902. 


ae Civil Service who would construe Mr. Bayley’s 
action into a lesson in politeness.” 


( 


BENGaLEE, 
26th March 1902. 


The Kharagpur assault case. 


(e) — Municipal Administration and Local Self-Government. 


431. The Amrita Bazar Patrika cites two cases in which the Calcutta Airs Bazae ot 
Municipal Corporation have been threatened with |... Haren HF 
prosecution by two citizens for alleged wrong — i 


0 


Municipal shortcomings. 
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20th March 1902. 


Amrita BAZAR 
PaTRIKA, 


22nd March 1902. 


INDIAN EMPIRE, 
35th March 1902. 


BENGALEE, 
25th March 1902 


BENGALER, 
26th March 1902. 
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doing, and remarks that neither Mr. Greer nor the Government has any idea 
of the discontent that just now prevails in the town owing to the high-handed 
proceedings of many of the underlings of the Corporation. 

432. The Indian Mirror recommends the establishment of a Central] 


) _  Rate-payers’ Association in Calcutta for defendin 
A Central Rate-payers’ Associa- the r 


ts of such rate-payers as are wro é 
ne The — rate · payers * * cannot afford to 
make their own protest, will seek the Association's protection with profit and 
success. The journal is of opinion that by this means the executive will be 
under the immediate and constant eye of the Commissioners, and will think 
twice before they worry rate-payers. | saa | 

433. Continuing its articles on this subject, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 


is glad to learn that a Rate-payers’ Association has 
— been formed in Ward No. 1 to place before the 
Chairman the grievances of the ward. pes 


It hopes that he will give them a patient hearing, and decide each case 
on its own merits. 

434. Touching on the general discontent felt at the re-assessments, the 
poy Indian Empire goes on to say that the substantial 
05 increase in house valuation appears to have been 
brought about by the erection of certain palatial buildings, and does not bespeak, 
as Mr. Greer thinks, the general prosperity of the town. The Empire specially 
draws the attention of the Chairman to the unfortunate rate-payers in the 
„Added area, where, in spite of bad drainage and unfiltered water, which 
have caused a high mortality, dwelling-houses have been assessed on a par 

with those in Calcutta. ; 
435. The Bengalee, continuing its observations on this subject, is sure 


rus that the magnitude of the hardship that will be 
caused by the increase of assessment has not been 
realised by the authorities. The intense feeling of irritation and consternation 


aroused is unparalleled within recent years. It appeals to the Chairman, who 

has the power to grant a percentage lower than the maximum 5 per cent., 

to take into his consideration the exceptionally hard times through which the 

rate-payers have been passing, and in view of plague, earthquake and famine, © 
to pass an order that a lower percentage be adhered to. | 

436. The same journal once more appeals to Sir John Woodburn and Mr. 

— Greer to cancel the enhancements, as the existing 

f assessments are admittedly more than the people 


can pay. ue 

Such an act would be worthy of a great and benign Government like 
the British. It will go down to posterity. It will enshrine the names of Sir 
John Woodburn and Mr. Greer in the heart of every man and woman of the 


city. It will also have a great political effect. Besides, this act of grace will 
fittingly commemorate the coronation of His Majesty the King-Emperor in 


the metropolis of the Indian Empire. This single act in this eventful and 


InDIAN MIRROR, 
23rd March 1902. 


' BRNGrye, 
26th March 1902, 


auspicious year will mark more effectively the benevolence and clemency of the 
British Raj than any political privilege, which we value none the less.“ 
437. Commenting on the revelations made by the Municipal Magistrate 


of Calcutta in a municipal case tried by him, in 
CAD, unscrupulous Municipal which the conduct of Debendro Nath Dutt, a 
— Municipal Commissioner, was severel imad- 
‘ | ; 7 anima 
verted upon, the Indian Mirror writes :— 
From among such men the new Corporation is at least in part manned! 
Abuses have not ceased with the ending of the old Corporation and old 
Municipal Act. They have rather multiplied. Representative Indians have 
retired in disgust, and they are succeeded by such men as the one described 
above. And this is the new type of Local Self-Government in Calcutta!“ 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


438. The Bengaie is glad to learn of the appointment of six Indians 


cee as ticket-collectors on the East Indian Railway, 
rons Gees See. dad bes no doubt that they will discharge their 
— 6 ou duties satisfactorily. ; 3 
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439. The Indian Mirror is gratified that Lord Curzon has put his foot 
down on the culpable practice of Local Govern- 
ments recommending extension of service to ‘‘ effete 
used up officials who know to play their cards to advantage.” The grant 
of extensions entails injustice on hardworked juniors who are eagerly waiting 
and watching for promotion, and it hoids out premiums for the perfunctory 
performance of work. | | 
440. The miseries of the Indian people, says the Indian Mirror, are too 
e set to be explained away by “ Prosperity 
udgets.” Getting at the root of the question, 


Extensions of service. 


“The Prosperity Budget.“ 


and in agreement with the Government’s view of the situation, the journal 


asks: Why is there drought so much oftener now of occurrence than has been 
recorded in India’s either ancient or modern annals?” and it proceeds to 
answer the question by explaining that there is a moral law in the universe 
which acts on the spiritual and material laws; that the most intimate relations 
exist between the actions of humanity and the workings of unseen nature; 
that the upheavals of human passions correspond with the upheavals in nature, 
and that our calamities are the natural results of our sins. 

‘To carry our idea further, we deliberately assert that India’s misery 
is the inevitable outcome of the sins of all of us, both rulers and subjects.” 


441. Referring to the increase in public expenditure {and extravagance 
of all kinds indulged in by the Government, the 


Indian Mirror is of opinion that a wiser Joseph 
Hume is required in India to regulate finance. 


Notes on the Budget. 


In spite of the surplus shown in the Indian Budget, Government intends 


borrowing 3 crores to provide for its ways and means. A portion of this 
amount is intended for railway expenditure, and this outlay, which is optional, 
could be postponed or retrenched to avoid the loan. India is a poor country, 
and its requirements should be provide for according to its abilities. 
The glamour of Presidency towns and chief centres of business in the 
— prevents those high in office from seeing the condition of the poor 
eople. 
, 7442 The Amrita Basar Patria thanks Lord Curzon for promising in the 
8 present Budget to reform the police and the per- 
8 nicious educational system. Regarding the subject 
of technical education which His Excellency touched upon, the Patrika remarks 
that there is no institution in this vast country of 300 millions where electrical 
engineering can be taught, so that Indian youths are compelled to go to foreign 
countries for their training. Since the attention of the Government has at last 
been directed towards agricultural improvement, the paper ventures to point 
out that Lord Curzon can, by his personal exertion, give an impetus to the 
industries, by advising the wealthy men of the country how to utilise their 
opportunities for the benefit of the industries and by inducing substantial 
zamindars to establish model farms. 


"esa can His Excellency restore India her former position in the industrial 
world. : | 
443. The Indian Empire writes that Lord.Curzon’s Government deserves 
as praise for bringing out a budget which makes 
provision for improvement of internal administra- 
tion of the country. The reform of the police, the expansion of education, 
the extension of irrigation, wider distribution of medicine, development of 
agricultural and technical education are all provided for in the Budget. This 
is a happy departure, and Lord Curzon is to be specially congratulated 
upon it. : 
444, The Bengalee rr, a lengthy criticism of the 3 State- 
coe ment for 1902-03, Its observations under the 
me Statement for different heads are summed up as follows :— 

The surplus. To create a surplus by borrowing 
is not only unsound in theory, but to use somewhat strong language, an imposi- 
tion upon the public. It should seldom be resorted to by Governments. The 
excess is also explained by the fact that the collections of land revenue show 
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an insignificant suspension daring a famine of unprecedented intensity. 
This is indicative of a relentless severity and an unfortunate disregard of 
humane principles which would sciupulously avoid filling the imperial fise by 


forcing the raiyat to pay when on the brink of starvation. 


Non-reduction of taration.ä—It was contended that taxation was resorted 
to at a moment of greut financial exigency, and the declarations at the time 
suggested an assurance that it would be taken off or reduced as soon as that 
exigency had passed away. Its continuance is not therefore justified by 
increased expenditure, however beneficial or necessary. Necessary expenditure 
must be provided out of ordinary revenues, or by cutting down superfluous 
expenditure, but to incorporate the special receipts derived from taxation in the 
ordinary revenue, to treat them as a permanent asset, and to regulate expendi- 
ture on that basis, is an unsound financial doctrine which should be repudiated 
by the Government withcut hesitation. 


It would have rejoiced to see the reduction of the salt duty and the raising 
of the minimum of taxable income to the limit of 1,000 rupees. 


Remission of a rears of land revenus.— This forms a gratifying feature of 
the Budget, and, with the sentiment which has actuated Lord Curzon’s 
Government to spend the surplus on public works of ulitity, &c, reflects 
educated public opinion, which will have little to complain if this policy is 
continued in future years. 7 


Education, Police and para tion of the Judicial and Executive functions.—The 
joyrnal rejoices that substantial provision has been made under the heads of 
Education and Police. The expenditure on education in India per head of 
the population is the least as compared to similar expenditure in all civilised 
countries. The reform of the police is desirable and necessary, and while 
there is a large saving, the question of the separation of the judicial and 
executive functions, which was objected to on the ground of its expense, is 
recommended for consideration and disposal. 


Military estimates.—As this shows an unhappy tendency to increase, some 


relief should be afforded India from the British exchequer. The journal does 
not ask for any reduction of the British r. in India, but a more equitable 
f t 


Hinpoo Patsior, 
22nd March 1902. 


BRENGaLEK, 
2nd March 1902. 


adjustment between. England and India of the cost of that army. 


446. The Hindoo Patriot agrees with the opinion expressed by Deputy 
: _ §urgeon-General Thornton in the last number of 
eB: arse of India Fast and West, that the British system of Govern- 
— | ment in India has been fairly satisfactory. The 
defects are the inevitable results of a foreign rule, and these will gradually 
disappear on a closer union between rulers and ruled. | 
he British Government has done its duty by securing life and property, 
yersonal liberty and freedom of thought and action. The people are grateful 
or these blessings, and their clamour for political rights is itself a satisfactory 
evidence of their good feeling towards the Government. Such evils as chronic 
verty are due in some measure to the rigid system adopted by Government, 
which should be improved and not abrogated, The purchasing and consum- 
ing capacity of the poorer classes has considerably diminished. | 
To reduce expenditure and relieve the finances, the journal advocates 
the employment of a larger number of natives of the country in the higher 
grades of service, and in all forms of administrative work for which they have 
shown aptitude. The Government is too unsympathetic and liable to 
disregard the wishes and prejudices of Indians in attempting to benefit them 
against their will. . 
The people of this country would be indissolubly bound to England if 
India was represented in the British Parliament. 


447. The Bengalee one = ay fo ante of the provision in the Indian 

Factory Act that any person employed in a factory 
Tb Government Central Press. © on a yay is entitled to a whole, day’s holiday 
either preceding or succeeding the Sunday, the work goes on on Sundays in 
the Government Central Press, and the employés are not allowed the prescribed. 
holiday. It hopes that those entrusted with the management of the Press 
will observe the law made by Government. N 


22 “NM SN 
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448. One of the rules for the regulation of appointments in the clerical 
service of the Government of India, writes the 
Government of India clerksand Amrita Bazar Patrika, is that a candidate, whether 
2 age- limit — the Lower Clerk- h is a Government servant or not, who wants to 
p Examination. ze i 4 z 
appear at the Clerkship Examination for an ap- 
intment in the Lower Division, must not be more than 24 years of age. 
First of all, the Patrika does not see why the ill-paid but hard-worked clerk, 
who wishes to better his prospects by going through a higher standard of 
examination should receive the same treatment as an outsider, and considering 
that persons who held permanent appointments bnt were brought under 
reduction of establishment, are allowed to appear at that and the Accountship 


examinations at any age, it does not understand why this difference should be 


made in the case of those who belong to the Secretariat branch of the Govern- 
ment of India. | 

The Putrika appeals to Lord Curzon, who has always been the friend of 
the clerk, to look into the matter and relax the age-limit in their favour. 

449. Regarding the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale’s motion for the amendment 
of section 154, Indian Penal Code, so as to free 
zamindars for the criminal acts of their agents, 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes:— 

When His Excellency the Viceroy refused the repeal of the section, we 
daresay he did not realise the unjust nature of the provision brought to 
his notice. Perhaps His Excellency thought that there was no harm in allow- 
ing it to remain, since no Magistrate would avail himself of such a monstrous 

rovision for the punishment of an innocent man. But this is not the fact. 
he provision has been utilised and innocent men have been punished, and 
this fact has spread consternation into the ranks of zamindars. His Excellency 
can refer to His Highness the Maharajah of Darbhanga, who will no doubt 
tell him how the provision is regarded by himself and his brother zamindars.“ 

450. The 3 publishes an account of two recent cases, one at 

ae a Kharagpur and the other in Calcutta, in which 

c European gentlemen, holding appointments under 


The amendment of section 164 
of the Indian Penal Code. 


AmpiTa . BAZAR 
22nd March 1902. 


23rd March 1902. 


0 
Government, were prosecuted 9 assaulting Indians, and appeals to Lord 


Curzon to publicly set the seal of disapprobation upon such conduct, which 

has been tolerated too long and which the courts of law are not able adequately 
to deal with. are, ee 

451. The constitution of the Mining Board shows, says the Bengalee, 

The Md Beard how impotent is Indian public opinion and how 

Le omnipotent is the voice of the European. Chamber 

of Commerce. The interest of Indian coal mine owners has been ignored, 


and a Board has been constituted, the personnel of which is exclusively Euro- 


pean, It is not a racial question at all, continues the journal, but a blundering 


Government has converted it into such. 


452. The Bengalee says that the words of His Excellency the Vicero 

0 on with regard to the new situation and the Indian’s 
deim. and our duties which that situation enjoins, have been 
scanned and laid to heart, but the journal misses in 
them any suggestions as to the duties which the new situation imposes upon 
the rulers. ‘I'hey.need quite as much instruction as do the Indians. A change 
of policy in their case is urgently desired. And this change of policy, it 
says, lies in associating the Indians in the responsibilities of Government and 
making them feel as part and parcel of a great Imperial system. Ostracism 
from the higher appointments of the State excites a keen sense of humiliation, 
in view of the fact that India has been the nurs of great statesmen and 
rulers; and the high qualities of administration which have been developed 
by men like Sir Salar Jung, Sir Madhava Rao, &c., &c., are worthy of the 


best traditions of the past. a N 
453. The death of the Marquis of Dufferin, writes the Hindoo Patriot, 
5 recalls to mind the subject of the reimposition of 
ä the Income-tax which the late Viceroy hoped to 


rescind after one year. The lapse of two decades has not seen the abolition 


of this obnoxious tax, and since the Finance Minister has anneunced that there 


BENGALEB, 
23rd March 1902. 


Bunaales, 
Ard March 1902. 
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— 


ill be a large surplus in the coming year, the Patriot earnestly prays that 
the — 2 of abolition be carefully considered at the next sitting of the 
Supreme Council. Phe : 

454. The Amrtta Bazar Pairika is indignant that the Port Commis- 
sioners ignored the feelings of their Hindu em- 


The Port Commissioners and 


the Dol Jatra festival. ploy és by notifying that work would be carried on 


| as usual in their jetties, &c., on the Dol Jatra 
festival day, and incites the Hindu Commissioners to take up the matter. 
455. The Indian Empire writes:— — | 
3 : “A correspondent says that the officials at 
The Victoria Memorial Fund. Midnapore have struck upon a novel plan for rais- 
ing subscriptions in aid of the Victoria Memorial Fund, The Sub-Registrar 
of the place raised some money by levying an additional fee of four annas on 
every deed presented before him for registration. This is no doubt ingenious 
to say the least of it; but did not the palpable illegality of the measure strike 
the Sub- Registrar? 
456. The Indian Mirror quotes passages from the debate on India held 
a a at the Cam r Union Society on the 
in Indien affe. th February last, and the invitation of the Metro- 
politan Radical Federation to Mr. Caine to address 
them on the same subject, and remarks: | 
When such Associations in England exist, and are willing to do their duty 
by India, it behoves India to support with materials and purse all such Associa- 
tions and all such Englishmen, as we know are our real friends. The sacrifice, 
whatever degree it may be or of whatever kind, must be ours, not theirs. 
After all, it is our battle that they are fighting, and, therefore, it is we who 
must supply the sinews of war. We may add that Mr. Caine had promptly 
accepted the invitation of the Metropolitan Radical Association. We cannot he 
too grateful to our friend. 
457. The Bengalee writes :— 


ia A sum of rupees four lakhs has been budgeted 
c of the Art Exhibition to be held at 
Delhi. Of this amount a lakh of rupees will be devoted to the Exhibition 
building. The grant is a moderate one, but the personal interest which His 
Excellency the Viceroy is believed to take in the project of which His Excel- 
lency is indeed the author, offers the best guarantee for its success. There are 
very few Indian manufactures of which His Excellency has not acquired a 
more or less direct knowledge in the course of his all-embracing tours, or of 
which his truly encyclopedic mind -does not bear more or less vivid impres- 
sions. It is the Viceroy who will direct the arrangements for the Exhibition, 
and its success is, therefore, fairly assured. His Excellency may rely upon the 
cordial co-operation of the people in this beneficent project which is calculated 
to bring, if not peace, at least plenty to those who are in want. 


V.—ProsPECTS OF THE Crops AND ConpDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


458. The Indian Mirror commends the Government for the calmness 
| it is evincing in facing the plague calamity and is 
oi eee glad to learn that plague pamphlets are being prepared 
for distribution in the Allahabad district, letting the public know how plague may 
be detected and how disinfection, segregation and other measures of coping 
with the disease can be carried out. It reproduces a letter from the Pioneer, 


sounding a note of warning in the event of plague breaking out at the coming 
coronation festivities in Delhi. | 


The plague. 


VI.—MiIsceLLANEous. ~ 


459. Referring to the Dewan of Mysore’s advice to the two Brahmin 
graduates proceeding to America to study electrical 
: and hydraulic engineering, the Bengalee says :— 
Dewan Krishnamurti bas done well in enjoining upon the two pilgrims to 

t West the of their eri their own nationality, and we 
hope his voice will be no less eloquently raised in favour of their re- admission 


Golden advice. 
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to society when they return to their native shores in order to utilize their know- 
ledge for the benefit of their fellow countrymen. 

460. The Hindoo Patriot writes :— 

The idle caviller, bereft of any feeling of 
__ patriotism, with absolutely no information as to the 
aime and aspirations ofthe people of the Empire, or of Eastern ways and 
methods, has been often too eager to we | down the movement as one based on 
purely political aims and ambitions, calculated indeed to upset the equilibrium of 
the administration ; but time has demonstrated that it is nothing of the sort. 
All that the Congress supporters desire is that the country should be governed 
for the good of the people, that their thoughts and feelings should be respected, 
and their wants and aspirations satisfied in a manner consistent with good 

overnment. So long as this is done, the easier will the Government of the day 

find the task of welding the Empire into one harmonious whole. That we 
take it isthe sole and dearest aim of the Congress movement, and if there are any 
officials, European or Anglo-Indian in the country, who do not understand the 
truth in this light, let them pause awhile before arriving at unjust and harmful 
conclusions, let them read the reports and speeches which are published from 
time totime, weigh the opinions expressed therein, and it will be found that 
the movement wears a very different complexion on the face of it. 

461. ‘lhe Bengalee writes :— 

The future is truly ours. The ideasof the educated 
class must inevitably filter downwards and become 
the ideas of the masses. That is the law of nature and the teaching of experi- 
ence, ‘I'he process has apie 8 begun; it will continue until those ideas of 
liberty and justice, which the Congress embodies, have become triumphant in 
the land. The microscopic minority is daily growing in number and strength, 
until the day will arrive when it will have developed itself into a mighty and a 
triumphant majority, for truth, whether in the moral or in the political sphere, 
is irresistible and invincible. A burning faith, as to the ultimate triumph of the 
Congress cause and the eventual acceptance of the Congress programme animates 
those who are associated with the movement. In that faith they never falter, 
and that faith and allthat it implies, they will bequeath to those who come after 
them. There may bemoments of depression when, confronted with the force of 
reaction, the outlook seems dark and the spirit within fails, But these are tempo- 
rary fits of depression which pass away leaving the mind in the undisturbed 
possession of those convictions which have their root in a faith which is undying. 


The Indian National Congress 


Tbed. 
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